Rhizoctonia solani, a soilborne necrotroph, causes sheath blight in rice which poses a major threat to global rice production. Besides rice sheath blight, it has a wide host range of other economically important crops like soybean, sugarcane, maize etc. Despite being the most hostile fungus, the mechanism involved in the R. solani pathobiology is poorly understood. Non-host resistance (NHR) is an emerging concept that allows breeders to transfer traits to food crops that would impart a broad-spectrum disease resistance.
106 acid: water -1:1:1:1, v/v). It was further destained with lactophenol, mounted onto glass slide 107 with 50% glycerol and examined under bright field microscope. For DAB staining, infected 108 leaves were incubated in 1mg/mL aqueous DAB solution for 8h in dark following which stain 109 was replaced with water and incubated in similar conditions. Destaining was performed with 110 acetic acid: ethanol (96:4 v/v) and mounted with 50% glycerol and visualized under brightfield 111 microscope. For aniline blue staining, leaves were cleared in alcoholic lactophenol and stained 112 overnight with 0.01% aniline blue in 150mM K 2 HPO 4 , pH 9.5. stained leaves were equilibrated 113 with 50% glycerol and observed under UV excitation.
Extraction and Estimation of Chlorophyll content
115 One gram of treated and untreated leaves were taken at 30 and 48hpi and ground with 20 mL of 116 80% acetone. It was then centrifuged at 5000 rpm for 5 minutes. The supernatant was collected 117 in a tube and the process was repeated until the residue appears colorless. Supernatant was made 118 upto 100 mL with 80% acetone. The absorbance of the solution was recorded at 645 nm and 663 119 nm against the blank solvent (acetone) (Rajalakshmi & Banu 2013) . The concentrations of 120 chlorophyll a, chlorophyll b and total chlorophyll was measured as mg/g of the sample and were 121 calculated as described by Rafii et al. 2015 (Azizi et al. 2015 (Fig. S4) . However, pen2-3 at 30hpi, showed profuse mycelial branching and initiation 177 of infection cushions (Fig. S4) 
